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The CASCADE website – Deliverable D1.1 

1. Introduction - purpose of the CASCADE website 

 The CASCADE website is an important medium to distribute information both within and outside 
of the project. Within the project, the partners are being kept up-to-date about various management 
issues, they can login and download relevant information about e.g. reporting or they can download field 
protocols. A central registration facility is available for upcoming meetings. 
 For visitors outside of the project, the website is a source of information about the project 
purpose, its goals and the progress being made. Also, in the news section, visitors are being informed 
about relevant activities outside of CASCADE, related to Ecosystem Shifts. Hereby, the website tries to 
be a modest  information hub related to Ecosystem Shifts. 

2. Different sections and functionality of the CASCADE website 

 

Figure 1 the CASCADE website homepage. 
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Currently, a number of features have been developed in the CASCADE website, giving it its basic 
functionality. These sections are described below by describing the different menu entries in the top and 
bottom front page menu items. Further on in this document, future developments are described. 

 

Figure 2 Arrangement of the CASCADE homepage with different sections. 
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The current (June 2013) main menu items in the CASCADE website are: 

• News 
• Project information 
• Activities 
• Downloads 
• Search 
• CASCADE Calendar 
• CASCADE video’s 
• CASCADiS 
• Partner Menu  

 
2.1. News 

The News section on the website displays recent developments in both the project or activities and 
developments outside of the project that are relevant to the subject of Ecosystem Shifts.  

 

Figure 3 Featured News on the homepage 

The homepage of the website always shows the Featured Article of that moment in the middle of the 
screen (Figure 3). If the text section becomes too long, a ‘read more’ button is provided and an 
additional page is added. Next to project relevant news, visitors are also being informed about 
relevant activities outside of CASCADE, related to Ecosystem Shifts. Hereby, the website tries to be a 
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modest  information hub related to Ecosystem Shifts. When the News section is selected from the 
top of the screen, all previously published news items are listed and can be read (Figure 4). 

 

Figure 4 News section of the website where older news items are listed. 

 
2.2. Project Information 

The Project Information menu item is subdivided into the 
following entries: 

• Project information 
• Project Partners 
• CASCADE study sites 
• Work Packages 
• Project Deliverables 
• Scientific Publications 
• PhD and MSc students 
• Internships 
• Funding 
• Disclaimer and Copyright 

 

2.2.1. Project Information 

This section gives a description of the project’s background, objectives, state of the art in 
research and the way the project will try to achieve scientific progress beyond the current state-
of-the-art. 

Figure 5 The 'Project Information' menu. 
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2.2.2. Project partners 

This section give an overview of the project partners and some basic information such as a 
general description, their legal entity, past experience, role in the project etc. A list is given of 
the people involved and their background. Finally a list of relevant references is given. 

2.2.3. CASCADE Study Sites 

This page gives a both a geographic overview of the location of the study sites together with 
basic characteristics ( surface area, rainfall, elevation, etc.) of the sites and a detailed 
description of the sites, that can be downloaded in the form of PDF files. Also the drivers of 
change that are distinguished in the study sites are described, giving an overview of the 
diversity of causes of Ecosystem Shifts in the West to East transect in southern Europe. 

 

Figure 5 The CASCADE study sites - page giving an overview of the six study sites of the 
cascade project. 

2.2.4. Work Packages 
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This section gives an overview of the nine different work packages (WPs) that are distinguished 
in the project, together with their relationship.  

2.2.5. Project Deliverables 

This section gives an overview of the twenty different deliverables that are distinguished in the 
project, together with their delivery date, lead beneficiary and start and ending date.  

2.2.6. Scientific publications 

This section gives an overview of the scientific publications that are produced within the project, 
together with their author, journal, possible website link, publishing date, and doi. The list is 
updated regularly. 

2.2.7. PhD and MSc students 

This section gives an overview of the PhD and MSc students currently doing their research within 
the project. The list is updated regularly.  

2.2.8. Internships 

This section gives an overview of the open positions for internships with the different partners 
within the project. The list gives information about available and taken positions. The list is 
updated regularly.  

2.2.9. Funding 

This section gives technical information about the EU funding of the project, such as grant 
agreement, project start and end date, duration, etc.  

2.2.10. Disclaimer and Copyright 

This section states the project’s disclaimer and copyright notices.  

 

2.3. Activities 

The Activities section of the main menu gives information about on-going and past activities 
within the project, such as an overview of project meetings (past, upcoming and future) and on-
going field activities in the different study sites. Figure 8 gives a view of the Plenary Meeting 
that was held in Spain in 2013, linking various resources from the event on a single page; from 
that meeting, the final meeting program, all 
the presentations that were given during 
the meeting, the meeting minutes and a 
series of pictures taken during the meeting 
can be downloaded.  

Also, an on-page slideshow of the pictures 
taken during the meeting can directly be 
viewed on the page, or on the Picasaweb 
website after clicking the picture. 

A series of these report pages will be made 
from every past meeting, giving a nice 
chronological view of the meetings that 
were held in the framework of the project. 

 

Figure 6 The expanded activities menu. 
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Figure 7 Plenary meeting page from Alicante, Spain 2013 in the Activities menu 

The separate pages of the study sites’ field work have not yet been implemented on the date of 
writing (June 2013) yet, but will be developed in the coming project year as the field activities 
proceed. 
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2.4. Downloads 

The Downloads page is sub-divided into two main sections: Public downloads and Restricted project 
downloads (Figure 9). 

The Public section lists general documents such as: the project flyers (2), logo files, project 
meeting presentations and notes, the Study Site descriptions, and MSc and PhD information. The 
Restricted section of the download page contains more ‘confidential’ documents such as financial 
reporting documents, lists of users, user manuals for the EU-fin system, etc. 

 
Figure 8 The Download page of the CASCADE website, with its two different sections; Public and 
Restricted documents. 
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Figure 9 The Public documents -download page.  

2.5. Search 

The Search facility enables a user to locate specific information on the website. After a search has 
been done using a number of keywords, a certain data filter can be applied to filter out unwanted 
sections of the website. This often obtains faster and more accurate search results. 

 

Figure 10 the Search facility on the CASCADE website. 
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2.6. CASCADE Calendar 

After clicking the Calendar 
menu, an integrated Google 
Calendar page appears. On the 
CASCADE calendar all events 
related to the CASCADE 
project are listed, giving the 
project partners easy access 
to information about events, 
due deliverables, milestones 
and relevant external events 
such as congresses and 
symposia. 

The calendar gives full Google 
functionality; events can be 
viewed in detail, there is a 
week, month and Agenda view 
and Calendar events can be 
copied to visitors’ own Google 
calendar.  

Figure 11 The integrated Google calendar on the CASCADE website. 
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2.7. Partner menu 

The CASCADE Partner menu is only available for users after 
logging in. The menu gives functionality to the website that is 
only of interest to project partners. The Partner menu’s sub-
items are listed below: 

Overview Research Information 

This page gives an overview of available written information, 
pictures, film or websites that are connected to the different 
work packages in the project.  

WP3 is the work package that deals with field monitoring. 
Connected to WP3 are a number of documents that contain 
instructions about monitoring biological soil characteristics. 
Also a short instruction film is available about how to sample 
for these biological soil characteristics.  

The page is organised in this way that it is in fact one big table 
listing the WPs vertically and listing the different media types 
(written, pictures, film, webpage) horizontally. The cells of this table then contains links to the 
corresponding document(s) or website link(s). 

 

Figure 12 The Research Information page. 
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Edit user profile 

On this page, a registered user can alter their user profile; 
name, password and preferred page editor can be altered as 
well as used time zone and used language. 

Cascade Logo page 

On this page, visitors can download CASCADE project logo’s in 
different formats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CASCADE events registration 

The CASCADE website has a event registration facility built in, that enables partners to register 
for an upcoming event, e.g. a plenary meeting. The registration page for a certain event enables 
customization for every specific event; a visitor can choose between a number of offered hotels, 
there can be various transportation options, special requirements such as food requirements, 
etc. The facility is very convenient for organisers of the events (local organiser and coordinator), 
since all data is continuously updated and always available online. Registrees can also alter their 
registrations through the website. 

 

 

Figure 14 The CASCADE events registration overview page. 

Figure 13 the 'edit your 
profile' - panel 
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Figure 15 The registration page for a plenary meeting. 

Project planning overview 

This page gives a technical overview of various different project planning lists and tables, that 
are important to maintain the project planning. The page gives an overview of the following 
items: 

• Work Package overview - overview of the different Work Packages within the project. 
• Deliverables List - List of all Deliverables and delivery dates within the project. 
• Partner Work per WP - Table of person months budgeted for every partner per WP. 
• Milestones - List of all Milestones as defined within the project. 
• Review Meetings - dates of planned project review meetings to be held in Brussels. 
• Activities per WP and Partner - Person months budget per Workpackage and Partner, 

in categories RTD, Demonstration, Management and Other. 
• Budget - monetary budget per Partner, for cost categories Personnel, Subcontracting 

and Other Direct Costs. 

The page gives an overview of the tables as pictures, but the tables presented on the page can 
also be downloaded as one Excel sheet containing the different tables as tabsheets. Figure 15  
gives an impression of the website page. 
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Figure 16 The project planning page in the Partner Menu. 
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Reporting Guidelines 

The CASCADE project is working with online reporting software. This software is divided into two 
main software packages: EU-fin for financial reporting and EU-xpert for scientific reporting. Both 
these software packages have an online interface that enables project partners to fill in and edit 
their financial data, as well as their scientific reporting data online. The systems offers 
hierarchical sending out reporting assignments to other partners, feedback to assigners, financial 
checking, etc. 

In order to facilitate these two systems, an information page within the projects website has 
been created, that gives project partners information about using the systems, offers PowerPoint 
presentations and a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) page. 

 

Figure 17 The Reporting Guidelines page. 
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2.8. CASCADE video’s 

The CASCADE video’s menu item, actually links to the CASCADE project channel on Vimeo. Vimeo is 
an upcoming video site that hosts videos about various subjects. It supports various mechanisms to 
organise these videos in different categories and channels. The CASCADE project channel is such a 
channel on Vimeo.  

Figure 18 shows the CASCADE project channel, that at the moment of writing hosts 5 information 
video’s about the CASCADE project. These video’s display the following subjects about the CASCADE 
project: 

 Title Presenter 
1 Understanding and managing shifts in dryland ecosystems Dr. Violette Geissen, ALTERRA 
2 Why are drylands important? Dr. Jan-Jacob Keizer, UAVR 
3 What are sudden ecosystem shifts? Dr. Ramon Vallejo, CEAM 
4 What processes happen in an ecosystem during a sudden 

shift? 
Dr. Susana Bautista, UA 

5 How can we manage vulnerable dryland ecosystems better? Dr. Gudrun Schwilch, CDE 
 

The videos are recorded on location during the plenary meeting in Alicante, in March 2013. The 
presenters are scientists who tell something about a specific subject, their expertise (for example: 
Figure 17). The intention of the movies is to inform the general public about sudden ecosystem 
shifts in a more appealing way than displaying text and photo’s on a website. 

 

Figure 18 Susana Bautista telling the public about processes that happen during an ecosystem shift. 
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Figure 19 the CASCADE project channel, now hosting 5 CASCADE information videos. 
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2.9. CASCADiS 

CASCADiS is the CASCADE information system; the website that specifically created for knowledge 
dissemination in the CASCADE project. In the 2013 CASCADE progress report, more information is 
available about the CASCADiS website (www.cascadis-project.eu). 

 

Figure 20 Homepage of the CASCADiS website for dissemination 

3. Future plans for the CASCADE website 

About one and a half year after its launch, the CASCADE website has more or less evolved into its final 
form, having the facilities that were foreseen in the beginning. Possible extensions of the website are:  

• CASCADE videos. We have planned  a number more information videos that explain some more 
ins-and-outs of the specific research within CASCADE. 

• Project publications. Next to the Scientific Publications page on the website, we have also 
foreseen a Project Publications page, that will show the internal publications, such as reports and 
deliverables that are being produced. 

• Field Work in Study Sites. These pages already have their menu entry, but are not yet filled. 
There will be work done to report about these field activities. 
 
Note: project results will be made available on the CASCADiS website, rather than on the 
CASCADE website. The CASCADiS website is the dissemination channel for the CASCADE project. 
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